
URGENT: HRC Protection of the Family Resolution 

June 18, 2014 

Dear Permanent Missions in Geneva, 

 

On behalf of the UN Family Rights Caucus, we are calling to your attention a serious issue 

which demands the attention of all governments concerned about the disintegration of the 

family that is at the root of many of the world problems nations are facing today. 

 

You may have already received communications from groups seeking to undermine the 

“Protection of the Family” resolution currently under negotiation. These groups are claiming 

that if the protection of the family is not dramatically changed to instead focus on individual 

rights (which are already amply addressed in other treaties, conventions and multiple other UN 

resolutions), somehow more husbands will beat and rape their wives, and we will have more 

female genital mutilation, early marriages, gender discrimination, sexual abuse, power 

imbalances and much more. 

 

These claims are not only absurd, but they are being used as a scare tactic to pressure UN 

Member States to either abandon or substantially weaken the current procedural resolution on 

the family by dramatically changing its intent, title and focus. 

 

The second false claim being made is that if the resolution does not include a recognition of 

“various forms of the family,” somehow nations will no longer be able to recognize or support 

single-parent families, extended families, or other more controversial family structures. 

 

This claim is also absurd because every Member State has always been able to and will continue 

to be able to interpret “the family” according to their own national laws and cultures. 

 

The hostile groups seeking to divide UN Member States by pushing “various forms of the 

family” know full well that the meaning of this phrase has evolved over time; therefore, it has 

become extremely controversial and divisive. They know if they continue to push for this 

controversial language, they may be able to stop this resolution.  

 



In other words, trying to force “various forms of the family” on nations that may have a specific 

concept of the family they are seeking to promote as the ideal in their own countries will only 

cause further division between Member States, while referring to “the family” in general allows 

nations the flexibility to address families according to their own laws and cultures. 

If either false claim is given credence, this would undermine the family to the detriment of the 

wellbeing of children, since, as recognized in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, 

“the family, as the natural and fundamental group unit of society, has the primary responsibility 

for the nurturing and protection of children and that children, for the full and harmonious 

development of their personality, should grow up in a family environment and in an atmosphere 

of happiness, love and understanding,” (CRC preamble), and there are glaring gaps in UN 

policies to protect the family unit. 

Finally, those hostile to this resolution are claiming that the Human Rights Council should not 

be taking up the issue of the protection of the wellbeing of the family as a unit. We couldn’t 

disagree more strongly. 

 

During this the International Year of the Family (IYF), it is not only appropriate for the UNHRC 

to issue a resolution on the protection of the family unit, in fact, it is called for by this year’s 

CsocD IYF resolution (CN.5/2014/L.5) which: 

 

 Invites “United Nations agencies and bodies” (which includes the HRC) to 

conduct and report on “activities in support of the objectives of the 

International Year of the Family and its follow-up processes and to share good 

practices and data on family policy development,” and 

 

 Calls upon “United Nations and regional entities . . . to promote and advance family 

empowerment.” 

 

The HRC panel on the family called for in the “Protection of the Family” resolution under 

negotiation certainly answers this call. 

 

In summary, for too long the protection of the family as a unit has been largely ignored by the 

UN, and instead, the Human Rights Council and other UN bodies have focused solely on 

individual rights in a way that has undermined the institution of the family and contributed to 

family disintegration worldwide. 

 

A new thinking at the international level needs to be developed to address the family in human 

rights forums through a holistic approach that does not focus solely on individual rights, but 

also on the rights of the family as the fundamental group unit of society. 

 



We, the UN Family Rights Caucus representing organizations and individuals in over 165 

countries, commend the leadership of the sponsors of the “Protection of the Family” resolution 

and call upon all members of the Human Rights Council to join as sponsors of this important 

and historic resolution. 

 

For the sake of the world’s children and the wellbeing of nations, we urge you to aggressively 

resist pressures to change the resolution’s title (note the title comes directly from Article 16 of 

UDHR that calls of the protection of the family unit), focus, or its intent to protect the family as 

the fundamental unit of society as called for in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

Preamble, paragraph 5; the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 16(3); the 

Children’s Summit (1990), 14; the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 

Rights, Article 10-1; the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1976), Article 23-

1; the Disabilities Treaty (2006), Preamble (x); and numerous other UN documents. 

 

This important resolution takes the first step in fulfilling a glaring gap in UN family policies 

protecting the family, thereby protecting not only the best interests of the child, but also the 

best interests of society as a whole. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Annie Radelet Franklin 

Secretariat of the UN Family Rights Caucus 

Email: annie.franklin@unfamilyrightscaucus.org 

 

 

The UN Family Rights Caucus was established in 2008 to ensure that the family is 

protected in UN policies as called for in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

The Family Rights Caucus has participated in multiple UN conferences and 

commissions, delivering speeches, sponsoring events, and holding caucus meetings to 

facilitate initiatives to protect the family at the United Nations. The Family Rights 

Caucus has individual members and member organizations in over 165 countries. 
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